
Georgia Department of Economic Development 

 

The Georgia Council for the Arts was relocated from the Governor’s Office of Management and 

Budget (OMB) to the Georgia Department of Economic Development in 2011. This list includes 

the citizens of Georgia appointed by the Governor, those employed in the administrative offices, 

and those who serve on the Board or as Advisors to the Board. These are the individuals who 

plan the budget of the Department,  advise the Governor on the GCA’s funding and work with 

key legislative committees for approval.   

 

Communications advocating for an increase or full restoration of state arts funding should be 

directed to Commissioner Chris Cummiskey or to Board Chair Charles Tarbutton.  However, if 

you know members of the board or advisory board, a good word or a convincing argument in 

support of state support for the arts can help. The GCA budget is determined in the fall of each 

year according to the existing process and becomes an element of the budget the Governor 

submits to the General Assembly in January. Now is the time to advocate on behalf of the arts.  

 

75 Fifth Street, N.W., Suite 1200  

Atlanta, GA 30308 

404.962.4000 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

Chris Cummiskey, Commissioner 

Pat Wilson, Chief Operating Officer 

John Moffatt,  Chief Financial Officer 

Greg Torre, Deputy Commissioner (Marketing&Communication) 

Kevin Langston,  Deputy Commissioner (Tourism) 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

 

Chairman, Charles Tarbutton  

Vice Chairman, Paul Bowers  

Secretary, Monty Osteen 

 

FIRST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT  

Honorable Kevin Jackson  

EnviroVac Holdings LLC  

Savannah  

 

SECOND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT  

Honorable Michael Shea  

Thomasville  

 

THIRD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT  

Honorable Harriette D. Watkins  

Fairburn  

St
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Contact information for the Georgia Department of Economic Development, including the Commissioner, key staff, the board and the advisory board. The head of this state agency prepares and submits the Department's budget including that of the Georgia Council.



 

FOURTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT  

Honorable Paul Wood  

President and CEO Georgia EMC  

Tucker 

 

FIFTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Honorable J. Thomas Wiley, Jr. 

Coastal Bank 

Savannah 

 

SIXTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Honorable Penn Hodge 

Duluth 

 

SEVENTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Honorable Emory Lee Morsberger 

Owner, Morsberger Group 

Lawrenceville 

 

EIGHTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Honorable Allen Gudenrath 

Senior Vice President - Wealth Mgmt. & 

Financial Advis. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney 

Macon 

 

NINTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Honorable Robert Kinard 

Founder, Coldwell Banker Kinard Realty Inc 

Dalton 

 

TENTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Honorable Tom Griffith 

Founder & CEO Golden Pantry Food Stores, Incorporated 

Watkinsville 

 

ELEVENTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Honorable Larry Hutcheson 

Retired Georgia Power 

Temple 

 

TWELFTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT  

Honorable Charles K. Tarbutton  

Assistant Vice President Sandersville Railroad Company  

Sandersville  

 



THIRTEENTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT  

Honorable Felker Ward  

Riverdale 

 

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 

 

Honorable Paul Bowers 

President and CEO, Georgia Power Company 

Atlanta 

 

Honorable Wayne Christian 

Dublin 

 

Honorable Brian Foster 

President and CEO, First Chatham Bank 

Savannah 

 

Honorable Gardiner W. Garrard 

Total Technology Ventures 

Atlanta 

 

Honorable Eric Johnson 

President, Hussey, Gay, Bell & DeYoung International Inc. 

Savannah 

 

Honorable H. "Monty" Osteen 

Augusta 

 

Honorable M.S. "Tee" Tolleson, Jr. 

St. Simons Island 

 

Honorable Philip Tomlinson 

Columbus 

 

Honorable Sam A. Way 

Hawkinsville 

 

ADVISORS TO THE BOARD 

 

Bo Callaway 

Chairman of the Board of Callaway Gardens 

Pine Mountain 

 

Randy Cardoza 

Managing Director, Economic Development 

AGL Resources, Inc.   Atlanta 



Mike Cassidy 

President, Georgia Research Alliance 

Atlanta 

 

Dennis L. Chastain 

Vice President, Economic Dev. 

Georgia Electric Membership, Inc. 

Atlanta 

 

Pedro Cherry 

Vice President of Community & Econ. Dev. 

Georgia Power Company 

Atlanta 

 

Chris Clark 

President and CEO, Georgia Chamber of Commerce 

Atlanta 

 

Margaret Wagner Dahl 

Associate Provost for Econ. Dev. Director, 

GA BioBusiness, University of Georgia 

Athens 

 

Daryl Ingram 

Vice President, Electric Cities of Georgia, Inc. 

Atlanta 

 

William (Bill) D. Johnston, Ph.D. 

CEO, InVasc Therapeutics, Inc. 

Tucker 

 

William Pate 

President, Atlanta Convention and Visitors Bureau 

Atlanta 

 

Mike Pennington 

Executive Director, GEDA 

Atlanta 

 

Representative Ron Stephens 

Atlanta 




